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Chiune Sugihara’s
“Walk of Humanitarianism
(Jindo no michi)”
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As a child, Sugihara lived in Nagoya for about ten years. *
Praising his great achievements, the city of Nagoya has |
named the route that links the place where he lived with his
old schoal, Aichi Prefectural Daigo Junior High School (pre- |
sent-day Aichi Prefectural Zuiryo High Schoaol), as “Chiune &
Sugihara’ s Walk of Humanitarianism (Jindo no michi).” s
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Before he became a diplomat
[1900-1923]

n 1900, Sugihara was borr in Gfu Pre‘ecture. When he was a:
a lower grace of elemertary school, he transferred ta Nagoya
Nuncipa Furuwateri Elemerzary Schoal {present-day Nagoya
Muncipa Heiwa Elementary Schoal), due to the work of Fis
fatter Yoshmi
I~ 1812, Chiune graduated from elerrentary
school and entered A'chi Prefectural Daigo X 1
Juniar Higk Schoaol (presenz-day Aichi 3
Prefectural Zuiryo H'gh School), gracuating

in 1917.
l |ater, Sugihara entered Waseda Un'versity.
n 1919, he passed “he exam *or an

overseas study program of the Ministry of
=oreign Affairs and, as a foreigr student of
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His diplomat days 1:
Before issuance of visas

[1924-1939]

In 1924, Sugirara was appointed as a clerk for the Ministry of Foreign A*fairs

and began worki~g at -he Japanese Consulate Ge~eral in Farbin in 1925, After
transferring to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Manchukuo, e returned to
the Japanese Min'stry of Foreign A**airs. n 1937, he was posted to the Japa-

rese Legatior 'n =inlano. n 1939, he took Lp his position as acting Japarese
consul in Kaunas, _'thuania. !

In Europe at -hat time, ~he Nazis were
expancing in power and persecution a*
Jewish people was escalatirg. Jewish
refugees tryirg to flee the country aimesa
to eave through _ithuania, where many

had temporarily “aken shelter, to a safe
nlace beyonrd ~he Nazis'

Sugihara at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Manchukuo

menace.
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His diplomat days 2:
Issuance of visas [1940]

In the eary morrirg o wuy 18, 1840, a large number of Jew'sh refugess, who
had fled 2olano to L=huanis, rushed to “he Japarese Consulae for visas to
“rarsT chrough wapan. With the Soviet Urior trying to snnex Lithusnia, the
refugees felt @ pressing neeo to escape the country. Amid an extremely tense
situat'on, Sughara cortaced the uapanese Ministry of Fore'gr Affairs, which
replied, “Do not issue any visas to those who do not meer the conditions for
one.” Aga'nst the order, however,
he began 'ssuing visas 10 the Jewish [

refugees. L_
Later in life, Sugihara had th's “a say,
“After rruch pain ard agony, eventu-
ally reached an answer to my gues-
Zlon:benevolence ano hurranity come
first. And to th's oay | 8 positive that
*aith*ully complezed what reeoced to
be done at “he risk of my job, with

I Jewish refugees requesting visas in

front of the Japanese Consulate




