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Seepage wetlands are common in the Tokai region, Japan and are known to support rich

biodiversity including many threatened plants. Plants in seepage wetlands have ecological
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relationships with animals through herbivory and seed dispersals, yet animal species composition and
diversity have been poorly investigated in these areas. Therefore, we conducted a camera-trap survey
of seepage wetlands in Nagoya City (Aichi Prefecture) and in Tono District (Gifu Prefecture) from
January to May, 2022. Here, we report the results on bird species composition and diversity obtained
from the survey. We installed seventeen automatic sensor cameras at seepages and adjacent forests
at five study sites, which recorded thirty-one bird taxa. Turdus pallidus was recorded with the
highest camera-trapping ratio, followed by Streptopelia orientalis, Corvus corone, Hypsipetes amaurotis,
and Nycticorax nycticorax. At Obata-ryokuchi in Nagoya City, we recorded Strix wuralensis, Accipiter
nisus, and Scolopax rusticola, which are listed as EN, NT, and NT in Nagoya City Red List 2020,
respectively. We also recorded Nycticorax nycticorax predating exotic Procambarus clarkia at night in
Odaka-ryokuchi, Nagoya city. Camera-trapping surveys are widely used for studies on middle and
large-size mammals, and are also helpful in recording bird species in wetlands. We specifically found
the method efficient for observation of birds like Scolopax rusticola, which sing infrequently.

Additionally, camera-trap surveys can easily record nocturnal behavior.
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Figure 1. Study sites.
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