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From February 2010 to March 2023, there were nine sightings of finless porpoises Neophocaena
astaeorientalis in rivers of Nagoya City. More than half of all reported finless porpoise sightings in
rivers across Japan were concentrated in Nagoya City. In three of these cases, the porpoises were
observed hunting fish in the rivers. This suggests that finless porpoises, which migrate to Nagoya
Port from winter to spring, are swimming upstream in the rivers of Nagoya City to chase fish. All
locations the porpoises were sighted were within tidal zones. The gentle gradients of the Horikawa
and Shinkawa rivers are considered contributing factors to the extended upstream swimming

distances of the porpoises.
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