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Abstract

The forest of Atsuta Shrine in Nagoya City, Japan, is an urban forest that presently comprises
laurel and deciduous broad-leaved trees. However, woods in some parts of the shrine forest,
especially the southern part, were planted after the Taisho Era (modern times). We estimated the
vegetative landscape changes of Atsuta Shrine in pre-modern times based on several old drawings.
The northern part of the shrine forest is now a restricted area. According to an old drawing from
the 16th century, the vegetation of this area was a coniferous forest that consisted of mainly Japanese
cedar with a small number of broad-leaved trees. Old drawings from the early 19th century also
suggested that the vegetation of this area was mainly Japanese cedar with pines and broad-leaved
trees, especially along the forest edge. Literature also suggests, it is likely to have been a cedar or
pine species. However, according to old drawings painted in the Meiji era (late 19th century), the
number of Japanese cedar decreased, and the area of broad-leaved woods increased.
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Figure 1. Dates of establishment of the wooded areas of Atsuta
Shrine.
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Table 1. The old paintings and figures in books referred in this study.
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Figure2. “Astuta-sha sankei mandara-zu” (Reprint by permitting from Tokugawa Art Museum/DNPartcom.)
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Figure 3. “Atsuta-sha keidai-zu” (partial view)

The lines which the arrows pointed are thought to be the fences. (Reprint by

permitting from Nagoya City Museum.)
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the "Atsuta-no-miya zen-zu'".
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Table 2. The paintings from "Atsuta saiten nenchu-gyouji zue" referred in this study.
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Figure 6. “Atsuta-jingu narabini betsugu keidai-zu” (Photographed by permitting from Atsuta Shrine).
a) Partial view. b) Distributions of cedars, pines and broad-leaf trees in the back and the western part of the main shrine.
c) Typical illustrations of each tree types.
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